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The	
  2nd	
  RESPONDER	
  Multinational	
  Knowledge	
  Brokerage	
  Sustainable	
  Food	
  Event	
  
	
  

Shaping	
  the	
  future	
  of	
  sustainable	
  food	
  consumption:	
  
Challenges	
  and	
  opportunities	
  for	
  policy	
  and	
  science	
  integration	
  	
  
	
  

18-­‐19	
  April	
  2013,	
  Lisbon	
  (PT)	
  
Organized	
  by	
  International	
  consortium	
  of	
  RESPONDER	
  project	
  &	
  CENSE	
  –	
  	
  
Center	
  for	
  Environmental	
  and	
  Sustainability	
  Research/New	
  University	
  of	
  Lisbon	
  

The	
  event	
  is	
  supported	
  by	
  the	
  Portuguese	
  Ministry	
  for	
  Agriculture,	
  	
  
Sea,	
  Environment	
  and	
  Spatial	
  Planning	
  

	
   	
  

Sustainable	
  food	
  and	
  why	
  does	
  it	
  matter?	
  

Food	
  is	
  a	
  crucial	
  necessity	
  in	
  people’s	
  lives.	
  As	
  the	
  complexity	
  and	
  interconnectedness	
  of	
  the	
  food	
  

system	
  grows,	
  we	
  are	
  facing	
  the	
  predicament	
  of	
  balancing	
  food	
  demand	
  and	
  supply	
  sustainably.	
  

Consumers	
  have	
  been	
  increasingly	
  concerned	
  with	
  environmental	
  impacts	
  of	
  food	
  production,	
  food	
  

safety,	
  nutrition,	
  healthy	
  lifestyles,	
  cultural	
  and	
  ethical	
  food	
  issues.	
  More	
  and	
  more	
  attention	
  is	
  also	
  

devoted	
  to	
  inefficiencies	
  related	
  with	
  food	
  waste	
  at	
  retail	
  and	
  in	
  households.	
  On	
  the	
  other	
  hand,	
  growth	
  

policies	
  in	
  the	
  supply	
  sector	
  have	
  payed	
  attention	
  to	
  food	
  security	
  and	
  how	
  to	
  provide	
  enough	
  food	
  for	
  

an	
  increasing	
  population	
  in	
  a	
  globalized	
  world.	
  Nevertheless,	
  progress	
  has	
  been	
  uneven	
  and	
  

unsustainable	
  in	
  many	
  parts	
  of	
  the	
  world,	
  thus	
  policy	
  levers	
  are	
  needed	
  to	
  curb	
  these	
  negative	
  trends.	
  

Within	
  this	
  context,	
  the	
  time	
  is	
  ripe	
  for	
  building	
  a	
  robust	
  understanding	
  among	
  policy	
  makers	
  and	
  

researchers	
  on	
  how	
  to	
  promote	
  transitions	
  towards	
  sustainable	
  food	
  consumption	
  and	
  production	
  

systems	
  in	
  Europe.	
  

Key	
  issues	
  on	
  the	
  table	
  

The	
  2nd	
  Multinational	
  Knowledge	
  Brokerage	
  Event	
  (MKBE)	
  will	
  build	
  on	
  previous	
  and	
  ongoing	
  dialogues	
  

on	
  sustainable	
   food	
  by	
  addressing	
  emerging	
  questions	
  on	
  the	
   future	
  of	
  sustainable	
   food	
  consumption	
  

and	
  providing	
  a	
  springboard	
  for	
  discussing	
  policy	
  implications	
  throughout	
  the	
  food	
  system.	
  As	
  concluded	
  

in	
   the	
   1st	
   RESPONDER	
   MKBE,	
   which	
   took	
   place	
   in	
   January	
   2012	
   (http://www.scp-­‐

responder.eu/events/kb_food),	
   there	
   is	
   no	
   silver	
   bullet	
   to	
   address	
   the	
   multi-­‐layered	
   challenges	
   in	
  

sustainable	
  food	
  consumption	
  and	
  production,	
  and	
  changes	
  are	
  needed	
  in	
  several	
  fronts:	
  from	
  local	
  to	
  

regional	
  and	
  global	
   levels,	
  from	
  production	
  to	
  consumption	
  stages	
  of	
  the	
  food	
  chain,	
   improving	
  health	
  

and	
   ecological	
   conditions	
   both	
   in	
   regions	
   of	
   prosperity	
   and	
   austerity,	
   implementing	
   ‘bottom-­‐down’	
  

strategies	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  ‘from	
  the	
  ground	
  up’	
  initiatives.	
  Set	
  against	
  this	
  backdrop,	
  the	
  2nd	
  MKBE	
  will	
  bring	
  

together	
   policy-­‐makers,	
   high-­‐level	
   scientists,	
   and	
   business	
   representatives	
   to	
   explore	
   the	
   following	
  

pressing	
  questions:	
  	
  

• What	
   will	
   sustainable	
   food	
   consumption	
   look	
   like	
   in	
   the	
   future,	
   and	
   which	
   are	
   the	
   trends,	
  

policies	
  and	
  values	
  shaping	
  tomorrow’s	
  food	
  chain	
  system?	
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• How	
  to	
  promote	
  sustainability	
  in	
  the	
  food	
  chain	
  and	
  foster	
  transitions	
  towards	
  sustainable	
  food	
  

consumption	
  lifestyles?	
  

• Which	
   are	
   the	
   key	
   drivers	
   and	
   bottlenecks	
   for	
   sustainable	
   development	
   of	
   land	
   and	
   aquatic	
  

food	
  production	
  systems?	
  	
  

• How	
  to	
  limit	
  food	
  losses	
  and	
  food	
  waste	
  and	
  tackle	
  its	
  root	
  causes?	
  Which	
  food	
  waste	
  policies	
  

are	
  needed	
  to	
  pave	
  the	
  way	
  towards	
  sustainable	
  food	
  consumption?	
  

• How	
  to	
  move	
  towards	
  effective	
  sustainable	
  food	
  policies	
  in	
  the	
  real	
  world?	
  

Three	
  good	
  reasons	
  for	
  you	
  to	
  come…	
  

1. High-­‐level	
  and	
  interesting	
  keynote	
  speakers	
  from	
  policy,	
  science	
  and	
  society.	
  
2. Bring	
  in	
  your	
  experience	
  and	
  questions,	
  discuss	
  them	
  with	
  renowned	
  experts	
  and	
  experienced	
  

policy	
  makers,	
  using	
  participatory	
  approaches	
  and	
  system	
  mapping.	
  	
  
3. Experience	
  the	
  city,	
  meet	
  new	
  people	
  and	
  make	
  new	
  contacts	
  for	
  future	
  cooperation.	
  	
  

Expected	
  Outcomes	
  

In	
  a	
  process	
  design	
  that	
  maximizes	
  dialogue	
  between	
  participants,	
  the	
  event	
  will	
  unravel	
  contradictions	
  

within	
  the	
  topic	
  of	
  “Shaping	
  the	
  future	
  of	
  sustainable	
  food	
  consumption”.	
  This	
  approach	
  aims	
  to	
  arrive	
  

at	
   tangible	
   implications	
   for	
   future	
   policy	
   development.	
   Based	
   on	
   a	
   systemic	
   exploration	
   of	
   pressing	
  

questions	
   that	
   need	
   to	
   be	
   addressed	
   and	
   tackled	
   to	
   achieve	
   more	
   sustainable	
   food	
   consumption	
   in	
  

Europe,	
  participants	
  will	
  build	
  momentum	
  for	
  effective	
  policy	
  support.	
  Knowledge	
  exchange	
  between	
  all	
  

participants	
  will	
  cater	
  for	
  innovation	
  in	
  policy	
  making	
  and	
  research	
  agendas.	
  

Register	
  now!	
  

Registration	
   by	
   email	
   with	
   attached	
   registration	
   form	
   to:	
   food@SCP-­‐RESPONDER.eu	
   or	
   via	
  

http://www.scp-­‐responder.eu/community/my_registrations.	
   Registration	
   is	
   free	
   of	
   charge	
   but	
   the	
  

number	
  of	
  participants	
  is	
  limited,	
  thus	
  the	
  form	
  should	
  be	
  submitted	
  as	
  early	
  as	
  possible.	
  	
  

About	
  RESPONDER	
  

This	
  event	
  is	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  EU-­‐FP7	
  project	
  RESPONDER	
  funded	
  by	
  the	
  European	
  Commission	
  DG	
  Research	
  
and	
   Innovation	
   under	
   the	
   7th	
   Framework	
   Programme	
   of	
   Research.	
   RESPONDER	
   aims	
   to	
   promote	
  
sustainable	
  consumption	
  by	
  exploring	
  novel	
  ways	
  of	
  knowledge	
  brokerage	
  between	
  science	
  and	
  policy-­‐
making	
   in	
   various	
   consumption	
   fields.	
   It	
   thereby	
   helps	
   to	
   improve	
   the	
   management	
   of	
   potential	
  
political,	
   social	
   and	
   economic	
   contradictions	
   of	
   sustainable	
   consumption	
   with	
   economic	
   growth.	
   For	
  
more	
  information,	
  please	
  visit	
  the	
  RESPONDER	
  website:	
  http://www.scp-­‐responder.eu/	
  

Contact	
  

Nuno	
  Videira	
  
	
  
CENSE	
  –	
  Center	
  for	
  Environmental	
  and	
  Sustainability	
  Research	
  
Universidade	
  Nova	
  de	
  Lisboa	
  
Campus	
  de	
  Caparica,	
  2829-­‐516,	
  Caparica,	
  Portugal	
  
Phone	
  +351	
  212948300	
  |	
  email:	
  food@SCP-­‐RESPONDER.eu	
  


